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Proverbs 20:6  “Most men will proclaim to everyone his own goodness:
but a faithful man who can find?”

A characteristic of a person who is Spirit-filled is faithfulness.

Galatians 5:22-23  “But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, He will produce this kind 
of fruit (results) in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,        
23 gentleness, and self-control.”  (NLT)

John 15:1, 5  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  5 "I am the vine; you 
are the branches.   If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.”

Faith speaks of what we believe; faithfulness speaks of how much we actually believe it.

The word faithful means: steady, reliable, trusted, dependable, loyal.

I.   WHY IS FAITHFULNESS SO IMPORTANT TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS?
     

A.! Faithfulness produces a High Trust - Low Fear relationship.

B.! Faithfulness connects us to God’s guidance. 
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Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding. 6 Seek His will in all you do, (this is the motivation of 
faithfulness) and He will direct your paths.” (NLT)

II.  KEYS TO DEVELOPING FAITHFULNESS.
     

A.! Decide whose you are.

1.! 1 Corinthians 4:1  “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ 
and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.”

2.! We belong to God.

1 Corinthians 6:19  “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your 
own?”  (NKJV)

3.! We cannot go to the next level in our Christian life until we decide whose we 
are and surrender to Him.

B.! Realize you are accountable to God.

1.! 1 Corinthians 4:2  “Now it is required that those who have been given a Trust 
must prove faithful.”  (NIV)

2. One day we will give an account for what we did with what  He gave us.

C.!Make a commitment to live by God’s standards.

1.! Psalm 119:9, 11  “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living 
according to Your word.  11 I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might 
not sin against You.”  (NIV

2.! Make the decision that you will live by God’s standards of morality.
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Colossians 3:5  “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry.”  (NIV)

3.! Make the decision that you will fully honor the marriage vows you made 
before God and others.

Hebrews 13:4  "Husbands and wives must be faithful to each other.  God will 
judge those who are immoral and commit adultery."

I Corinthians 7:3  “A man should fulfill his duty as a husband and a woman 
should fulfill her duty as a wife, and each should satisfy the other's needs.”

4.! Make the decision to give your best to your job or school work as God has 
told you to do.

Ephesians 6:7  “Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the 
Lord rather than for people.”  (NLT)

God will reward my faithfulness to Him in my career.

Ephesians 6:8  “Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the 
good we do…”

D.! Be willing to admit wrong and correct your mistakes.

1 John 1:9  “But if we confess our sins to him, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
and to cleanse us from every wrong.”  (NLT)

E.! Choose to live for God consistently day by day.

1.! Consistency means that I live the same way on Monday as I talk on Sunday.

2.! To live consistently for God requires that I spend time in, and live out in my 
life, God’s Word every day.

3.! To live consistently, I need to choose my friends carefully.

1 Corinthians 15:33   “Bad company corrupts good character.”
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1 Corinthians 9:26-27  “So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every 
step. I am not like a boxer who misses his punches. 27 I discipline my body 
like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after 
preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.”  (NLT)

CDs and DVDs of today’s message, as well as previous messages, are available for purchase in 
the Water’s Edge Resource Center.
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