
3. God has placed a “_________________________________” 
invitation out to the world. 

 
a. Matthew 23:37   Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the 

prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How 
often I __________________ to gather your children 
together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were unwilling. 

 
b. Jesus is saying in Matthew 23:27  “I wanted to save 

you. I wanted to forgive you. But you said, 'NO.'  And so, 
you are still lost because though I wanted to save you, 
you _______________________ My salvation.” 

 
F. “The system of truth is not one straight line, but two. (sovereignty 

& free will)   No man will ever get a right view of the gospel until he 
knows how to look at the two lines at once.”  (Charles Spurgeon – 
sermon, “Sovereign Grace and Man’s Responsibility” 
http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0207.htm) 

 
G. “It is like the two rails of a train track.  Both are needed to carry the 

train to the destination.  In the same way, the Bible teaches that 
we are to accept two ideas that seem diametrically opposed but in 
God’s reality are both equally true.  God is totally sovereign and 
chooses us for salvation separate from our choice and yet, we are 
totally free to choose God or not.  And somehow both of these 
statements are true.”  (Charles Swindoll) 

 
H. How both of those two realities can be true simultaneously 

_____________ be understood by the human mind—only by God. 
 

1. Isaiah 55:8-9  “‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord.  ‘For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts’” 

 
2. Romans 11:33-34  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!  How un-searchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 

INTRODUCTION 
Matthew 16:27  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then He will reward each, according to his works. 
 
Matthew 24:27  For as the lightening comes from the east and flashes to the 
west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
 
Matthew 24:44 …be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:4  For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has 
__________________ you. (NIV) 
 
Ephesians 1:9-12  And God made known to us the mystery of His will 
according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into 
effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in 
heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  11 In Christ we 
were also __________________ , having been predestined according to the 
plan of God who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His 
will,  12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of His glory. (NIV) 
 
1. GOD HAS A __________________ FOR THE WORLD.  (Ephesians 1:9-10) 

A. God created humans differently than any other living being.  He 
gave us a soul – an ability to have a relationship with Him.  He 
gave us a free __________________ to choose. 

 
B. God has a __________________ and He will do His plan because 

God is Sovereign.  God is on His Throne. 

http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0207.htm


C. Matthew 24:7  Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places.  8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.  (NIV) 

 
D. Ephesians 1:9-10  God has told us His secret reason for sending 

Christ, a plan He decided on in mercy long ago;  10 and this was His 
purpose: that when the time is ripe He will gather us all together 
from wherever we are - in heaven or on earth - to be with Him in 
Christ forever.  (TLB) 

 
E. Within God’s creation, He built in two specific characteristics: 
 

1. God is Sovereign.  He is _____________________ in control. 
 
2. God allows mankind to have a free __________________ 

within His Sovereignty. 
 

2. GOD HAS A PLAN FOR __________________ OF US.  (Ephesians 1:11) 
 

A. Ephesians 1:11  In Him we were also __________________ , 
having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will,… 

 
B. Ephesians 1:4  For He chose us in Him before the creation of the 

world… 
 
C. God __________________ people to be saved, a choice that is 

made before and unattached to any decision the person makes. 
 
1. We can only be saved if God initiates us coming to Him. 
 

a. John 6:44  No one can come to Me (Jesus) unless the 
Father who sent Me __________________ him; and I 
will raise him up on the last day.  (NASB) 

 
b. John 6:65  And He was saying,  ‘For this reason I have 

said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has 
been granted him from the Father.’  (NASB) 

 
c. John 6:37  All that the Father gives Me will come to 

Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not 
cast out.  (NASB) 

 

2. Jesus chooses us _________________ from us choosing Him. 
 

John 15:16  You did not choose Me but I chose you, and 
appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit would remain... (NASB) 

 
E. God also allows the ___________________ of people to be saved. 
 

1. It is God’s will that every human being on the face of this 
earth come to know Jesus Christ, as Savior and be forever 
saved. 

 
a. 2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for _________ to come to 
repentance.  (NASB) 

 
b. 1 Timothy 2:3-4  This is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires _________ men 
(mankind) to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.  (NASB) 

 
c. 1 Timothy 2:5-6  For there is one God, and one 

mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for _________ , 
the testimony given at the proper time.  (NASB) 

 
d. 1 John 2:2  Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
__________________ world.  (NIV) 

 
2. “What then? Shall we try to put another meaning into the 

text than that which it fairly bears?  You must, most of you, 
be acquainted with the general method in which our older 
Calvinistic friends deal with this text. 'All men,' say they 
actually means, 'some men': as if the Holy Spirit could not 
have said 'some men' If he had meant some men. 'All men,' 
say they; 'that is, some of all sorts of men': as if the Lord 
could not have said 'All sorts of men' if he had meant that. 
The Holy Spirit by the apostle has written 'all men,' and 
unquestionably He means all men (mankind).  (Charles 
Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 26: 49-52) 

 


